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CHAPTER I 
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 
Introduction 
Ever since this writer began teaching in the Woonsocket 
ic Schools, he has felt that the parents of pupils in 
entary school classes should be provided with specific 
rmation about the program of the school system. 
It is the belief that the development of a Parents' 
rmation Handbook for the elementary grades would serve as 
' an ffective means of creating a liaison between parents and 
hers. Through this handbook, reliable information that 
nts should have would be made available, and as a result, 
er parent-school relationships could be attained. 
The Problem 
Many types of handbooks have been used advantageously by 
sch ol systems in many phases of their educational structure. 
,. 
1
som handbooks have been written specifically for students, 
I' rat er than parents. This is especially true on the secondary 
I 
lev 1. It is the writer's contention that parents sometimes 
get to see these handbooks, but in most instances the parents 
' nev r have the opportunity to peruse them. 
Parents generally receive only the information which their 
dren give them about the school. As can be expected, most II 
his information is never complete, and very often inaccurate 
Boston Univers i tY; 
School of Education 
Libr ary_ .-
1 
I' 
Som parents visit the school to obtain first-hand information 
or ttend Parent-Teacher Association meetings to get desired 
inf . rmation, but this involves a very small group of parents 
whe , the total school population is considered. 
Current research seems to indicate that parents should 
11 
be etter-informed about the program of the school. Dreiman 
in 
"Our schools and the educational program of public 
schools can be what we want only if citizens acquire 
facts and accurate information . about the schools and 
school problems." 
hers and school administrators must provide definite 
rmation to explain the numerous phases of the school 
ram if cooperation and understanding are going to come from 
home. Some of this necessary information could be given 
well-developed handbook. 
It is hoped that by developing a handbook for parents who 
children in the elementary schools, one of the problems 
,. th the elementary schools of Woonsocket have had, mainly, 
lack of success in imparting to parents the information 
' th t they should know pertaining to the schools which their 
children attend, can be solved. 
Justification 
The elementary schools of Woonsocket comprise approximate-
ly three-fifths of a total public school population which has 
11 David B. Dreiman, How to Get Better Schools, Harper and 
=========~ Br .thers, New York, 1956, p. 48. 
2 
jl 
I 
ually increased during the past few years. The socio-
ic status of the families from which the elementary 
ls draw is a diversified one. Very few of these parents 
be ong to Parent-Teacher Associations where they are in 
ex stence, and in several elementary schools no Parent-Teacher 
As ociations have been formed. In addition to this, even a 
~~~~.~er number of parents make personal visits to the schools 
at any time. 
Many boys and girls in the elementary grades do not relate 
to their parents the pertinent information given to them by 
hers and administrators. This leads parents to the accept-
e of misconceptions about the program of the schools. 
Effective and successful public relations for the school 
is a goal which has received increasing importance in public 
ool administration. A parents' handbook for the elementary 
ls of Woonsocket could be a tremendous contribution 
11 
the realization of that goal. Brammell says: 
"There are many ways of keeping a community informed 
about its schools. Some schools have a practice of 
distributing rather widely their handbooks." 
The writer strongly feels that the development of a hand-
for the elementary grades would help meet a definite need 
the elementary schools. The handbook would aid in bringing 
home and the school together. Parents could then be bette 
of school policies and procedures. 
The Ronald Press 
J 
Through this handbook, the writer would attempt to provide 
basic information for parents and others abeut the 
ation of the elementary schools in the total school program I 
of oonsocket. 
Scope 
Through this study the writer has undertaken to arrive at 
lective list of items for inclusion in the parents' 
rmation handbook. Information has been gathered from the 
owing sources: 
1. A number of communities, covering a wide geographical 
of the United States, had been consulted as to what was 
av ilable in their areas, in reference to handbooks for 
ele entary schools. This was done to determine the most 
, im ortant items which are mentioned consistently in handbooks. 
2. Teachers in the elementary schools of Woonsocket were 
t re 1uested to indicate their reactions to a prepared list of 
sp cific items, which they thought should be included in the 
1 
ha dbook, and if necessary to include any new items not listed. 
I 
3. Parent responses were obtained from a separate, but 
si inquiry form as that used by teachers. A sampling of 
12 levels chosen as to location of schools and socio-
ec status of families in those schools was sought. 
It was the hope of this writer to develop from this study 
I 
I' 
I 
I 
a andbook which would be published, and distributed to parents 1 
of the children in the elementary grades. 
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CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
Development and Use Of Handbooks 
i 
i Handbooks are used for a variety of purposes in public 
scbools. A continuing growth of popularity for handbooks is 
I y 
ear:y to predict. Grinnell and Young believe as follows: 
I 
11 School administrators are awakening to handbook 
potentialities for getting the pupils and parents off 
to a good start in school relations. 11 
/ Many school systems distribute handbooks to pupils, new 
teE lchers, parents, and to school board members. The pupil 
ha ldbook is the publication most widely used at present. 
Several agencies in certain communities issue handbooks 
to members; such agencies usually include religious, social, 
fr~ter~al, and civic organizations. This practice is followed 
in/order to minimize difficulties for new members of any given 
siruation. 
In describing the use of parents' handbooks in Arlington 
I v 
Coimty, Virginia, Hass and Fox commented in the following 
ma::mer: 
"School, home, and community experiences are all 
part of the education of the child. The school must take 
11 J. E. Grinnell and Raymond J. Young, The School and The 
Community, The Ronald Press Company, New York, 1955, pp.287-288. 
,., J c. G. Hass and H. C. Fox, "Handbook for Parents, 11 National ~ementary Principal, (April, 1954), 33:19-23. 
5 
account of previous and present conditions and relation-
ships of the child in the community. Parents need to 
take account of the experiences which the school 
contributes. Parent Handbooks have an important part to 
play in bringing the home and school together. In 
Arlington County, the handbooks have informed parents 
about the school program in ways which help them to 
raise questions and to participate in greater measure 
in the work of the school." 
A school handbook for parents may forestall later questions 
anc give parents a feeling of being infermed on many points 
abcut which they would not ask direct questions. Schools 
wh~ch have published handbooks report that the closer relations 
anc better understandings resulting between home and school 
ha e proved the value of such manuals. 
Parents are very anxious to receive information from the 
sc1 ool and one of the first steps that the school can initiate 
in keeping parents informed is through the distribution of a 
col prehensive handbook prepared for parents consumption. 
,±./ 
Hy1'es substantiates this statement as follows: 
uThe school has facts that parents need to know. 
Parents will appreciate any booklet that informs them 
about such things as entrance requirements, the dates of 
school holidays, the length of the school day, arrange-
ments for transportation, plans for lunch at school. · 
They will appreciate specific information about the 
daily schedule of the classroom. Such facts reassure, 
commands and unexpected advice repel • .n 
Interpreting the school to parents is a very vital process 
of good school public relations activit.Y. Parents need to 
colnprehend the policies, procedures, and operations of the 
sc~ool, if interpretation of the school is going to be 
1/ James L. Hymes, Jr., Effective Home-School Relations, 
Pr~ntice-Ha11, New York, 1954, p. 190. 
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~ con~inuous and functional. It is the writer's belief that 
effkctive interpretation can be started with a properly construe~-
ed ~arents• handbook. 
The school 1 s reputation may be irreparably damaged by 
thE misinformation and widely publicized rumors of pupils who 
re ay school information to their parents verbally. Menge and 
11 
Fat~ce conclude that; 
11 If the people are ill-informed about their schools, 
then their minds are the more easily won over by error 
and their judgment is more likely to be clouded. When; 
on the other hand, the people understand their school 
program and when teachers and administrators play their 
part conscientiously, openly, and ably, they support 
their schools with confidence. This truth has been 
demonstrated in America so often as to establish it 
beyond q_uestion. 11 
The planning and publication of a Parents' Information 
Ha~dbook would unq_uestionably be an excellent device for 
prpmoting community understanding and favorable attitudes 
be~ween school people and citizens. Teachers and school 
ad:ninistrators are aware of the role played by good publiQ 
I 
re1ations and they are developing programs that.will help 
to familiarize the public with the school 1 s program. As. y 
Fc:yvcett and Klohr declare: 
11 Today, as never before, there is a growing 
recognition that an informed and understanding public 
~ J. Wilmer Menge and Roland C. Faunce, Working Together for 
BEtter Schools, American Book Company, New York, 1953, p. 7. 
2~ N. G. Fawcett and P. P. Kl®hr, "Columbus Public Schools 
P+an Operation Information, 11 Nation 1 s Schools, (October, 1951) 
4l: pp. 65-67. 
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• 
• 
is essential to progress in education. As one vital 
phase in a plan to build greater public understanding 
of their program, the Columbus public schools are 
preparing a series of reports to the community. One 
teacher aptly described the project as 1 0peration 
Information. t 11 
Importance of School and Parent Cooperation 
Parental concern over their children 1 s progress and 
adjrstment in school is great. The school's job has become 
somewhat more complicated. Educators are not only concerned 
with education of youngsters, but also, with the education 
of ~he youngsters' parents. Many parents make inquiries 
co:rwerning school policy and comment thusly, 11Whom do I call 
when· I want to take my child out of s.chool early? n or 11 Are 
my children able to have hot lunches during the lunch period?" • 
Ma.:r: y similar ques.tions are asked during a school year, which 
cotld probably be answered in a handbook. 
v 
Brc:cken points out: 
"A handbook can be a sharp public relations tool, 
giving the what, why, and how of school regulations, 
stressing the·positive, hopeful side of school life 
and inviting cooperation from the home. 11 
The writer is firmly convinced that a handbook can become 
a seful instrument for making parents aware of what the schools 
ar attempting to do, and how they can help to bring about the 
smpoth functioning of the educatiGJnai program.. It is through 
th~se means that firm relations betweenhome and school can be 
fo:;tered. 
1f John L. Bracken, 11 Let the Handbook Answer Those Questions, 11 
Th3 School Executive, (October, 1953), 73: 54-55. 
8 
' 
-
" It is of the utmost importance that parents should know 
aboQt their child 1 s school activies during the entire school 
I 
day. A handbook that gives detailed information and which can 
be kept close at hand for frequent reference can provide parents 
wit~ some of the timely facts they want to know about the school. 
Parents must understand the school if an effective school and 
home relations program is going to be established. 
Good public relations are necessary to secure the 
con~l inued and strong support of parents in order to advance the 
11 edu~ational program of the school. As Moehlman states: 
11 Public education finally rests on public opinion, 
and its existence depends on the maintenance of a public 
attitude of understanding and confidence. Schools can 
operate only to the extent that community confidence 
results in wholesome cooperation with its program and in 
provision for adequate finance. Confidence can be 
/ established only as the peeple understand and appreciate 
the significance and value of the program. 11 
?J 
Wilder emphasizes this point further by saying: 
"No public school has any moral right to allow itself 
to be unexplained, mism~derstood or publicly distrusted; 
for by its unpopularity it poisons the pond in which we 
all must fish .. n 
A well-designed general handbook would help to enlighten 
pa1ents and strengthen school and home cooperation. Informed 
pa1ents, not only can contribute to the success of pupils in 
11 Arthur B. Moehlman, Social Interpretation, Appleton-Century 
Cr< fts Company, New York, l938, p. 40. 
?J Ira Wilder, Editorial, New York State Journal of Health, 
Ph;sical Education and Recreation, Spring, l95l. 
9 
the elementary schools, but they can be of considerable aid 
in acquainting the general public with the virtues and needs of 
an education program. 
Summary 
In seeking information from many sources on the subject 
of handbook preparation, the available research indicated 
ther parents' information handbooks would aid tremendously 1~ 
prcmoting the conce~t of home and school partnership in public 
ed ,~ation. 
I. 
11 If parents are expected to display confidence in the 
sclool 1 s program and its personnel 1 then they must be well-
in armed. The promulgation of parents' information handbooks 
car serve as an important link of communication between the 
hon
1
e and school, especially since, a small number of parents 
ha e personal contacts with teachers. 
The handbook can be a most potent tool for orienting 
pa ents and new children who have recently moved into a 
co munity and are completely unfamiliar with the procedures 
an policies of the schools. 
10 
CHAPTER III 
PROCEDURE 
Relative to the development of a handbook for parents, it 
waE decided after numerous conferences with the Superintendent 
of Schools, the Elementary Supervisor, and several elementary 
sctool principals, that a handbook as it applies to this study 
I 
shculd be a statement of general infGrmation about a school 
sys~em or a part thereof and the policies governing its 
I 
operation. 
The writer realized at the outset that in constructing 
an information handbook for parents the main problem was the 
determination of item content. To develop a compact source 
of available information for parents, leaving out unimportant I 
I details presented itself as the major task involved. 
I In order to make the compilation of item content as valid 
as rossible, it was decided to use three sources of possible 
I ite~ content: 
(l) The content of parents' information handbooks 
published by elementary schools in other cities. 
(2) Suggestions by the teachers of the elementary grades 
obtained through the use of a survey instruments. 
(J) Responses most frequently indicated by the parents 
of the boys and girls in 12 selected grades from 
different elementary schools in the community.' 
ll 
Contributions from School Systems in the United States 
The initial source of necessary information came from 
writing a letter, included in this thesis as appendix A, to 
75 superintendents of schools in different towns and cities 
throughout the United States, requesting copies of parents' 
information handbooks published by t~e elementary schools in 
their school systems. The cities were selected at random, 
bui with a wide geographical distribution. Forty-eight states 
we1e represented. The selected cities varied in size and 
poJulation, and as a result, the list included both industrial 
anc residential communities. 
The responses from these school systems may be found in 
Tale I. Of the 75 superintendents contacted 47, or 63 per 
eel t, replied. 
TABLE I 
PARENTS 1 HANDBOOKS ANALYZED IN THIS STUDY 
12 
Tab e I. (concluded) 
City State Number Type 
(1) (2) ()) 
' 
(4) 
Grand Rapids Michigan 2 K-6 
Jfckson · Mississippi •2 K-6 T Angeles California 1 Kindergarten L uisville Kentucky· 2 K & First Grade 
M lwaukee Wisconsin l K-6 
M :rmeapolis Minnesota 2 K-6 
* M unt Vernon New York l Kindergarten I New Hampshire 1 K-6 Nrhua N wark New Jersey 2 Kindergarten 
P rtland Maine l Kindergarten 
Providence Rhode Island l Kindergarten 
R ~no Nevada 2 K & First Grade 
s ~attle Washington 2 K-6 
s ~. Louis Missouri l K-6 
s amferd Connecticut l K-6 
s bansea Massachusetts l K-6 
S, racuse New York 1 Kindergarten 
T1 lsa Oklahoma _l_ K-6 
Total 37 
* I dicates a mimeographed publication. 
Table I shows the bwns and cities which forwarded hand-
boo s. Thirty-nine per cent of the cities forwarded copies 
of Darents 1 handbooks currently in use in their school system. 
Twe ty-four per cent replied stating that handbooks are not 
bei g used or are currently being revised. Thirty-seven 
per cent of the cities contacted wade no reply to the form 
let er. 
The table indicates that l7 elementary schools in the 
sys A~ms listed, published parents t i:aformation handbooks for 
use in all grades. It is interesting to note that 20 of the 
lJ 
boo~s were prepared specifically for parents with children in 
kin~ergarten or first grade classes. Since this was a random 
sampling of school systems, it appears that the parentst hand-
boo~ for elementary grades is still in its infancy and that it 
is ~ area of parent-school relationships that is practically 
I 
nnt!Puched. 
I 
I Various school officials including Superintendents, 
I 
Assistant Superintendents, Elementary School Principals, 
Cur~iculum Directors, and Directors of Publications responded 
to the request for handbook information. Generally their 
letters were very enthusiastic about the proposed handbook; 
ana as indicated previously, several of them stated that their 
scbools were contemplating similar projects. 
An item anaylsis was made of the handbooks received from 
dif~erent communities. This was done so that the writer could 
i 
utj~ize the information gained from this source for the 
corstruction of a survey instrument for teachers. The results 
of this anaylsis, along with the tabulated responses of teach~rs 
anc parents, are presented in the next chapter. 
14 
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CHAPTER IV 
INTERPRETATION OF DATA 
The project.of developing a parentst handbook was 
ac~ieved by the polling of opinions from many individuals. 
Re evant data was gathered for analysis from the following 
so1rces: (l) parentst handbooks from different school systems, 
(2 teacher responses dealing with item content, and, (J) 
pa~ent responses obtained from check-off lists. 
Item Content of Parents' Handbooks 
A complete listing of items contained in handbooks 
re~eived from cities in the URited States was tabulated. 
Ta~le II indicates the frequency of mention of 55 items found 
in these handbooks. 
1. 
2. 
J. 
TABLE II 
FREQUENCY OF MENTION OF ITEMS INCLUDED IN 
THIRTY-SEVEN PARENTS t HANDBOOKS 
ITEMS FREQUENCY ITEMS 
I (1) J2) ( l ) 
Parent-Teacher 4. Suggestions to 
ponferences •••.• 
.34 Parents for Home 
Visiting School. .32 and School 
~chool Health Cooperation •••••• 
~egulations and 5. School Hours ••••• 
~ervices ••••••.•.•. .32 6. Attendance ••••••• 
(concluded on next page) 
FREQUENCY 
(2) 
.30 
.30 
.30 
15 
II 
II 
16 
! 
:e (concluded) 
ITEMS FREQUENCY I ITEMS 
I (1) I C 2) i ( 1) 
7. Enrollment 
Procedures ••••• 
8. Progress 
,Reports •••••••• 
9. Curriculum 
I, Studies ••••••• • 10. School Lunch Program •••••••• 
11. Safety ••••••••. 
12. School 
lJ. 
14. 
Calendar ••••••• 
Promotion 
Requirements.~. 
Superintendent's 
Message •••••••• 
15. Instructional 
Materials ...... . 
First-Aid •••••• 
Money CollectionE 
Transportation 
Policy ......... . 
Communicable 
Diseases ••••••• 
Parent-Teacher 
Associations ••• 
Table of 
Contents ••••••• 
22 Teachers' Names. 
23r. Handbook 
Committee •••••• 
24• Ne> School 
Announcements •• 
25. Board of 
Education •••••• 
26. Pupil Insurance 
27. Proper School 
Dress .......... . 
2E. Homework ••••••• 
25. Program of 
Tests ........... . 
29 
29 
28 
27 
27 
26 
26 
24 
24 
23 
22 
22 
22 
21 
20 
20 
19 
19 
18 
18 
17 
16 
15 
JO. Suggested Reading 
Materials for 
Children in the 
Elementary Grades. 
31. School Citizenship 
32~ School Directory •• 
33. Lost and Found 
Information ••••••• 
34. Elementary School 
Objectives •••••••• 
35. Books and 
Magazines 
Recommended fer 
P~rents ••......... 
36. Speech Correction 
Program ••••••••••• 
37. School Telephone •• 
38. Safety Patrol ••••• 
39. Adminis~rative 
40. Instrumental Music 
Instruction ••••••• 
41. School Physicians. 
42. Suggestions for 
Arriving at 
Sch0ol •• e••••••••• 
43. Requests for 
Transfers ••••••••• 
44. Bicycle Informa-
tion ... .......... . 
45. Trips-Permission •• 
46. Guidance Program •• 
47. School Nurses ••••• 
48. Banking ••••••••••• 
49. Character Build-
ing Organizations. 
50. Academic Grouping. 
51. Daily Schedule •••• 
52. Community Drives •• 
53 • .Advertisements .•••• 
, 54. Library Services .• 
FREQUENCY 
(2) 
15 
1.5 
14 
14 
13 
12 
11 
10 
10 
9 
8 
7 
6 
6 
5 
5 
4 
4 
3 
3 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
! 55. Program for Handi-
1 e I capped Children... 1 I ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~==~========~====~~====~l 
It could be concluded from Table II that there was 
con iderable range and variety in the items found in the 37 
hancbooks analyzed in this study. Topics having a high fre-
QUe cy, in all probability, would indicate sufficient justifi-
cat on for inclusion into the propose<i parents• handbook for 
the elementary schools of Woonsocket. 
An Analysis of Teacher Responses 
In a subseQuent step, the teachers in the elementary 
schpols of vloonsocket were asked through the medium of the 
ins~rument, listed as appendix B, ·to indicate their reactions 
to )7 items which could possibly be included in the proposed 
hanflbook. These items were chosen from the items listed in 
. I 
Tabti.e II, page 15 ~ and additional·· i terns were formulated as a 
result of QUestions raised by parents to teachers and school 
administrators of the Wconsocket school system. 
Since teachers are constantly answering parents' Questions 
anal explaining methods of school procedure, the writer believed 
thct their reactions to specific item content would have 
coisiderable merit. 
II 
Table III indicates the responses given to each of 57 
SU§gested handbook items by teachers and department super-
vi::ors of the elementary schools. 
17 
l. 
2. 
e 
3. 
4. 
_5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
-
TABLE III 
gESPONSES GIVEN TO EACH OF FIFTY-SEVEN SUGGESTED HANDBOOK 
ITEMS BY FORTY-SIX TEACHERS AND SIX SCHOOL DEPARTMENT 
SUPERVISORS OF THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 
, SUGGESTED ITEMS COMPUTATION 
1 SA A ? D SD Score 
(l) ll2l __{_]) (4) (5) (6) (7) 
The procedures to be 
followed in case of 
absence and tardiness 
should be clearly 
stated ........ ........ +62 +20 0 
- l 0 +81 
The handbook should 
include a page of 
general suggestions 
to parents which would 
serve as a means of 
improving school and 
home cooperation.~ •••• +_56 +22 0 0 0 +78 
Parents should be 
informed about their 
responsibilities in 
~valuating the progress 
reports brought home 
y their children ••••• +44 +30 0 0 0 +74 , 
he time and sources 
·for no school announce-
ments should be given. +48 +2_5 0 - l 0 +72 
:The handbook should 
point out the policy 
dealing with the visit-
ing of schools by 
parents •........... e •• +44 +26 0 ·o 0 +70 
Health regulatiGns need 
to be fully explained •• +38 +31 0 - l 0 +68 
School hours for all 
elementary schools 
should be listed •.••••• +36 +32 0 - 2 0 +66 
The school calendar indi-
eating holidays, special 
·events, and vacation peri-
lods should be included ••... +34 +32 0 . - 2 0 +64 
~oN-_mu,aGb:.Q;tQ :r.i.e~p_ag-&.:-) 
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4t Tab e III. (continued) 
I I 
I~ 9. 
r 
ill. 
IL2. 
TI..J. 
II 
n..4. 
SJGGESTED ITEMS 
(1) 
rhe regulations concern-
ing the use of books 
issued by the schools 
n.eed to be listed •••••• 
The regulations dealiEg 
with attendance should 
not be explained ••••••• 
~he procedure to be 
followed in getting 
children excused from 
school during school 
hours should not be 
stated •••• ~ .••••••••••• 
The handbook should 
include an explanation 
of the services provided 
for mentally handi-
capped children •••• ~··· 
The function of the 
School Safety Patrol 
should be made known ••• 
The procedure followed 
in giving out report 
cards should be made 
SA I 
(2) 
- 4 
- 4 
+22 
+22 
kl1.o-wn. a. ••••• ~ ••••••••• -a- +.30 
~ few statements concern-
~1.ng the importance of 
~earing proper clothing 
to school at all times 
should not be mentioned 
in the handbook........ - 6 
The services provided 
by the school nurse 
should be explained •••• _ +22 
The requirements and 
basis for promotions in 
the elementary grades 
need explaining........ +34 
COMPUTATION 
? n 
i c; ) 
+29 0 - 4 
- 4 0 +18 
- 2 0 +28 
+37 0 - 1 
+38 0 - 2 
+31 0 - 4 
- 4 0 +21 
0 
- 2 
+27 0 - 5 
(continued on:· next page) 
19 
Score 
(?) 
0 +63 
+52 +62 
+38 +60 
- 0 +58 
0 +58 
0 +57 
+46 +57 
0 +56 
0 +56 
20 
I 
' 
e Tab e III. (continued) 
rUGGESTED 
' I ITEMS CQ111PUTATION 
SA A ? -I D SD Score 
I (l) I( 2) ( 'j ) (4) ( s) (6) (7) 
I 
I 18. The services provided by the speech therapist in the elementary schools should be stated 
in the handbook •••••••• f-t-22 +37 0 - 3 0 +56 
19. The established 
practices dealing with 
the school lunch 
program should be ,. 
explained •••••••••••••• +28 +30 0 - 4 0 +54 
20. Regulations pertaining 
to certain childhood 
diseases do not need to 
be included in the hand-
be.ok ...... ~ ~ •..• * .. * ••••• - 2 - 3 0 +30 +28 +53 
e 21 .. The handbook should include safety practices 
generally followed in alJ. 
schools ••••.•.•..•••••• f+l6 +39 0 - 2 0 +53 
22 .. The released time 
program for religious 
instruction should be 
!explained •••••••••••••• f+20 +J7 0 - 4 0 +53 
23. 1suggested periods of 
<!time for parent-
·I teacher conferences 
need to be listed •••••• ft-36 +23 0 - 5 - 4 +50 : 
24. The handbook should 
list some of the 
important elementary 
school objectives •••••• ft-24 +31 0 
-
6 0 +49 
25 .. The services offered 
by school dentists need 
to be explained •••••• ~. ft-16 +39 0 - 4 - 2 +49 
26. Suggestions for arriving 
at school should be 
given in the handbook •• ft-22 +31 0 
- 5 - 2 +46 
27. The policy dealing with 
money collections 
should not be known •••• 0 - 7 0 +28 +24 +45 
-
(continued ori next page) 
~ I 
e Tab' e III. (continued) 
siGGESTED ITEMS I COMPUTATION 
SA A ? 1 
( l) (2) (3) (4) 
28. The handbook should 
include a brief explana-
tion of homework require-
ments •.•...... e·····~•·e· 
29. The program followed by 
school doctors does not 
need any explanation.9••• 
30. The procedures to be 
followed in transferring 
from one school to another 
school in the community or 
outside of the community 
+20 +JJ 
0 
- 6 
need to be indicated ••••• +18 +34 
31. The provisions of an 
accident insurance cover-
age provided by the 
schools should be care-
fully indicated •••••••••• +16 +33 
3~. The handbook should 
contain a list of 
suggested reading 
materials for children in 
the intermediate grades •• +26 +25 
33• The handbook should not 
explain policies dealing 
with bus services •••••••• - 2 - 4 
34. The purpose of the program 
of tests given in the 
elementary schools should 
:be pointed out ••••••••••• + 8 +32 
35.1 The philosophy of the 
Woonsocket Public Schools 
should not be stated in 
the handbook .............. . 
36 The marking system used in 
the elementary schools 
0 
-15 
should be pointed out •••• +16 +22 
37 An explanation of the 
policy governing the use 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
D 
( r:; ) 
- 8 
+35 
- ? 
- 7 
- 9 
+35 
-10 
+23 
- 8 
I. of the school telephone . needs to be included in 
the handbook ••••••••••••• · +14 +26 0 -14 
(continued on next page) 
21 
SD Score 
(6) _( 7) 
0 +45 
+i4 +43 
- 2 +43 
0 +42 
0 +42 
+10 +39 
0 +30 
+22 +30 
0 +30 
0 +26 
Tab e III~ (continued) 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
44. 
46. 
48. 
rUGGESTED ITEMS 
I (l) 
The administrative staff 
0f the elementary schools 
should not be listed ••••• 
Services provided for 
physically handicapped 
children do not need 
to be discussed in t~e. 
handbook .•.•.••...•.•• *~ ••.• 
The handbook should include 
a brief explanation 0n 
what the school does in 
providing first aid •••••• 
An explanation of the. 
operation of the milk 
program is not necessary. 
.The names of all teachers 
iin the elementary grades 
should not be listed ••••• 
The place, time, and dates 
lof school committee meet-
ings should be given ••••• 
The services provided by 
lthe elementary school 
psychologist should not be 
!stated in the handbook •.•• 
~he subjects studied in.the 
'elementary grades during 
a normal school week 
SA I A 
{21 (3) 
- 2 . -ll 
- 4 -10 
+ 6 +29 
0 -:-17 
- 4 - 9 
+14 +24 
- 8 - 8 
COMPUTATION 
D 
(4) ( s) 
0 +27 
0 +36 
0 
- 9 
+27 
0 +25 
0 
-15 
0 +28 
should be listed......... + 6 +27 0 -13 
The policy dealing with 
~ield trips for elemen-
~ary school children 
should be given.......... + 8 +24 0 -12 
The members of the school 
committee should not be 
listed in the handbook... - 4 ~15 0 +20 
It is not necessary t0. 
explain the participation 
of the elementary schools 
in the U.S. Savings Stamps 
lfnd Bond Program......... - 2 ~16 0 +29 
11 (concluded on next Page) 
22 
SD Score 
(6) (?) 
+12 +26 
+ 2 +24 
- 2 +24 
+12 +22 
+10 +22 
- 2 +21 
+ 8 +20 
0 +20 
0 +20 
+16 +17 
+ 6 +17 
2.3 
e rabJ e III (concluded) 
Sl GGESTED.ITEMS COMPUTATION 
I SA A ? D SD lscore 
I (l) (2) ('73) (4) ( ') ) (6) (?) 
14-9. The general practices 
followed in the elementary 
schools concerning make-up 
work should not be pointed 
out ... ~ .. .., ....... · .............. 
-
2 
-15 0 +22 +10 +15 
~o. It is not necessary to list 
the grades taught by 
teachers of' the elementary 
classes ••••••••••••••••••• 0 -20 0 +24 + 8 +12 
~1. The handbook should desig-
nate the schools te which 
teachers have been assigned + 4 +26 0 -20 0 +10 
52. It is needless to give 
information pertaining to 
the instruction received ·• 
in specified musical 
e 
instruments in the elemen-
' tary schools ••••••••.••••• - 4 .-16 0 +25 + 2 + 7 
53. The procedure to be f'ollew-
ed in reaching an elemen~ 
tary school by telephone 
should not be given ••••••• -10 -18 0 +18 + 6 - 4 
54. A list of' all Parent.,. 
Teacher Associations in 
the elementary schools ' 
should not be included •••• - 8 ,-21 0 +16 0 -1.3 
55 .. 'It is not essential to. 
include suggestions for 
leaving school at the 
conclusion of' the school 
day • •••••• .., ................ - 2 -28 0 + 9 + 8 -13 
56- It is not essential to 
state the policy dealing 
with the use of' the school 
buildings by character 
building organizations 
such as Cub Scouts, Br0wn-
ies, Boy Scouts,Girl Scouts 
and other organizations ••• - 6 -30 0 +14 + 2 -20 
57. It is not essential to give 
the time alloted for each 
subject taught in the 
e jelementary grades ••.••••.• -12 -35 0 + 9 + 4 -34 I 
The items in Table III were arranged in terms of total 
sco e; subtracting minus values from plus values to obtain the 
reo rded scores. For example: In item l, thirty-one teachers 
I str~ngly agreed (SA) with the listed statement, twenty teachers 
'I agr~ed (A), none were undecided (?), one teacher disagreed (D), 
and/none strongly disagreed (SD). 
With each SA resp0nse receiving a value of + 2, the A 
response + l, the ? response zero, the D response - l, and 
fi:r:Ji:J.lly the SA response -- 2,- :the tabulated score for item l 
was a total of + 8l. (In negative statements the values of 
each response were computed inversely.) 
The fact that teachers ranked item l, which pertained to 
prccedures to be followed in case of absence and tardiness 
as most important indicates that teachers have a sincere desire 
t0 inform parents about this necessary sch0ol requirement. 
Items 2 and 3 are subjects which teachers evidently want 
in luded in the handbook to eliminate misunderstandings 
I be~ween the home and the school. 
I The writer feels that items 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, lO, and ll are 
to~ics about which teachers are asked many questions and which 
I frequently need explanation. Their high ranking in the list 
of teacher responses further emphasizes the need for clarifica-
tion of these items in the handbook. 
An interesting observation can be noted from item 54. 
Tris item mentioned the inclusion of a list of all Parent-
TEacher Associations in the elementary schools. As previously 
H 
24 
0 
~ sta ed by the writer, there are several elementary schools in 
Woorsocket without Parent-Teacher Associations, and this fact 
pro ably accounts for the low ranking given to this topic. 
One can assume that teachers who considered certain items 
imp)rtant did so because they thought these items should be 
inc1uded in the handbook and therefore should be given a 
com~lete and detailed treatment. 
Interpretation of Parent Responses 
To obtain the parents 1 reactions to the proposed handbook 
and to determine their choices of item content, a list of 33 
possible handbook items with appropriate directions for 
corrpleting the survey instrument, included herein as appendix C, 
I 
waf, taken home by each pupil in different grades from lO 
seJected elementary schools. The 33 items placed on the list 
we e taken from the responses given by the teachers as being_ 
mo t essential in their judgment. This was done to narrow the 
se ection of items, so that only the most important items would 
be considered for inclusion in the handbook. It was also the 
wr terts opinion that many parents would hesitate to complete 
a ~orm that included too many items iand which would require a I . . 
gr~at deal of time for completion. There were 339 forms sent 
out. Of this number, 273, approximately 8l per cent, were 
crecked by the parents and returned to the writer. 
It is well to mention at this time that the schools 
SElected represented every school district in the community. 
25 
e ThE writer felt that this was the best means in which to obtain 
e 
e 
a cross-section of community thinking in regard to item content 
for the handbook .. 
Table IV shows the responses and combined scores of the 
I 
2?;i returns of parents from 10 different schools. 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
TABLE IV 
RESPONSES TO 273 PARENTS CHECK-OFF LISTS IN WHICH 
THIRTY-THREE ITEMS WERE RANKED ACCORDING TO IMPORTANCE 
I SUGGESTED ITEMS COMPUTATION 
,, 
+ 2 + 1 0 
I 
Double Single Left Combined 
Checks Checks Blank Scores 
I (l) (2) (3) (4) ( 5 ) 
I ~e handbook should 
nclude a page of 
eneral suggestions to 
fParents which would 
serve as a means of 
improving school and ~orne cooperation ••••••• ~ 186 74 13 446 
Parents should be 
informed about their 
responsibilities in 
evaluating the progress 
reports brought home by 
164 417 their children ........... 89 20 
The handbook should 
include a brief explana-
tion of homework require-
ments •.••....•.•••• e.-••• 136 119 18 391 
The handbook should 
contain a list of 
suggested reading 
materials for children 
in the elementary grades •• 140 100 33 380 
Health regulations need 
to be fully explained ••••• 132 lll 30 375 
(continued on next page) 
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e7 Ta1le IV (Continued) 
~-· 
1UGGESTED ITEMS 
I (l) 
6. The school calendar 
indicating holidays, 
special events, and 
vacation periods should 
be included ••.••••••••.••••• 
7. Services provided by the 
I 
I+ 2 
f Double Checks 
I C 2) 
120 
school nurse should be 
explained................... 108 
8. The handbook should include 
safety practices generally 
followed in all schools... 107 
9. Requirements and basis for 
promotions in the 
elementary grades need 
, explaining. • • • • • • • •. • •. •. • • • •. 112 
~o. Time and sources for no 
II 
· school announcements 
1 should be given..... • • • • • • 110 
~1. The handbook should , 
1 include an explanation of 
ithe services provided for 
! mentally handicapped .. 
I children •••••••••• ._....... 110 
12. Procedures to be followed 
in case of absence and 
tardiness should be 
clearly stated •••••••••••• 
Regulations pertaining 13. 
~4. 
II 1.5 
to certain childhood 
diseases need to be 
included in the handbook •• 
The function of the 
School Safety Patrol 
should be made known •••••• 
The handbook should list 
some of the important 
elementary school 
objectives ••••••••••••••• ~ 
105 
97 
103 
COMPUTATION 
+ l 
Single 
Checks 
(3) 
131 
147 
140 
127 
127 
121 
148 
128 
140 
126 
0 
1 Left 
Blank 
I (4) 
22 
18 
26 
36 
42 
29 
40 
36 
44 
Combined 
Scores 
(5) 
371 
351 
341 
340 
338 
334 
332 
(continued on next page) 
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II 
Tab e IV (Continued) 
t 
16. 
ll_7. 
II 
n.8. 
[o. 
r· r· 
~3 ::-. . 
,,; 
~UGGESTED ITEMS 
~I 
(1) 
I 
The procedure to be 
followed in getting 
~hildren excused from 
$chool during school 
rours should be stated9 •• 
fhe program followed by 
school doctors needs 
bxplaining ............... .: ••• 
Suggested periods of time 
Por parent-teacher 
~onferences need to be 
..L..isted .................. •• 
1Procedures to be followed 
~n transferring from one 
~chool to another school 
rln the community or out-
side of the community need 
to be indicated ........... . 
The released time program 
for religious instruction 
should be explained ...... . 
The procedure followed in 
giving out report cards 
should be made known ••••• 
Services offered by school 
dentists need to be 
explained •••••••••••••••• 
Provisions of an accident 
insurance coverage 
provided by the schools 
should be carefully 
indicated •••••••••••••••• 
~4. The handbook should point 
out the policy dealing 
with the visiting of 
schools by parents ••••••• 
£5• School hours for all 
elementary schools should 
be listed •• ~•••e••••••••• 
+ 2 
Double 
Checks 
(2) 
82 
87 
84 
83 
88 
83 
82 
83 
67 
75 
COMPUTATION 
+ 1 
Single 
Checks 
(1) 
160 
149 
151 
149 
134 
143 
141 
167 
148 
I o 
Left 
Blank 
T4) 
31 
37 
38 
41 
51 
47 
48 
39 
50 
(concluded en next page) 
Combined 
Scores 
( s) 
324 
323 
319 
315 
310 
309 
307 
307 
301 
298 
28 
Tab e IV (Con~luded) 
I 
28 
II . 
r· 
~o. 
~2. 
II 
~3. 
S~GGESTED ITEMS 
II 
r Cl) 
1 few statements concern-
~ng the importance of 
~earing proper clothing 
to school at all times 
~hould be mentioned in 
It he handbook •••••••••••.• 
~ervices provided by the 
~peech therapi~t in the, . 
~lementary grades should 
te stated ••••••••••••••• he policy dealing with oney Qollections should, e made known ••••••••••• 
~he regulations dealing 
~ith attendance should 
pe explained •••••••••••• 
IB.egulations concerE.ing 
~he use of books issued 
py the schools need to 
be listed •• -............. .. 
Established practices 
fealing with the school 
~unch program should be 
~xplain_ed .......... _ ••••. • •.. 
frhe handbook should 
r~plain policies dealing 
wlth bus services •••• ~~~­
Suggestions for arriving 
at school should be given 
in the handbook ••••••••• 
. . . .. 
I + 2 
Double 
Checks 
{2) 
79 
77 
58 
59 
49 
60 
46 
COMPUTATION 
+ 1 
Single I 
Checks 
(?) 
134 
129 
151 
148 
165 
137 
124 
0 
Left 
Blank 
(4) 
60 
67 
64 
66 
59 
103 
Combined 
Scores 
( 5) 
292 
283 
267 
266 
262 
257 
216 
A comparison of Table IV with Table III indicates that 
thEre is an appreciable degree of correlation between some of 
thE- items ranked as most 
inlranking listed by the 
wo~ld, without question, 
'II 
I 
I 
important by parents and those high 
te~chers. This high correlation 
justify a prominent place in the 
29 
handbook for these items. It is obvious in Table IV that 
parents are concerned in the items relating to the school work 
of their children and that they are extremely anxious to obtain 
he:pful information from teachers. 
Parents are keenly interested in eliminating misunderstand-
ine between the school and home. This assumption by the writer 
I 
is based on the fact that parents listed .as foremost the item 
i 
re ating to the improvement of school and home cooperation. 
Eaflier remarks made by the writer in reference to this item 
ha e been substantiated by the manifest.lnterest that parents 
ha
1
e demonstrated for its inclusion in the handbook. 
' 
A great amount of parental concern over the item dealing 
wi,:h homework requirements indicated that parents want accurate 
;I 
inPormation in the home about this topic. Information on this 
suliject is frequently limited and is usually confined to only 
thr reports passed on verpally to the parent by the pupil. The 
I 
service that can be rendered by the handbook on this specific 
I it~m illustrates the over-all service that can be provided to 
I patents in many other phases of the school program. 
JO 
CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSIONS, RECOMI'1ENDATIONS AND LIMITATIONS 
Conclusions 
I Judging from the data included on Table IV, page 26, of 
thi study, parents are looking forward to correct information 
on :;he many facets of school life. 
All the available research on the subject of the Parents• 
Inf.ormation Handbook stresses the success of this device as a 
meoium of improving parent-school relationships and bringing 
abcut better public relations. 
Responses from school systems throughout the United States 
seEm to indicate that the parents 1 handbook is a relatively new 
adc,ition in the handbook family. Many of the administrators 
wh@ replied regard the parents' handbook as a potential 
co 1tribution toward the ultimate goal of successful school 
I . 
op ration. . · 
The high correlation between parent and teacher responses 
i fo item inclusion in the proposed handbook was very significant. 
It indicates that parents want to know the things that the 
te~chers want them to know. With a handbook at their disposal 
in the homes, parents will no longer have to depend on the 
verbal information supplied by the pupil. 
Research points out that evaluation in some form or other 
mekes for a more complete project. An evaluation of the 
~ pr~ject compiled as a result of this study is impossible at 
.31 
' 
this time, since copies of the completed handbook (appendix D) 
will be submitted to the Superintendent of Schools, the 
Ele~entary Supervisor, elementary school principals, and teacher' 
for their consideration and approval. 
Recommendations 
There are several suggested topics for further research 
'. 
whjbh originate from this study. One of these could 
thE I development of an entire series of handbooks fer 
well be 
parents 
beeinning with the kindergarten and extending through the 
sedondary s~hools. 
Handbooks could also be developed for new teachers in a 
particular school system tc acquaintthem with 
an~ the school system in which they will teach. 
the community 
I Handbooks could be prepared by individual schools 
esjecially for substitute teachers who are not familiar with 
th policies and practices of those schools. This would help 
to acclimate the substitute teacher with her new surroundings. 
Another possible use of handbooks would be for distribution 
to newly elected members of the board of education. School 
detartments might find this to be an effective means of 
fa~iliarizing lay people with the comprehensive operations of 
the schools. 
The handbook is fast becoming a very important and vital 
me~ium for interpreting school poli~y. For this reason, the 
school should make greater use of the handbook in moving toward 
e- ever-closer cooperation with parents. 
32 
Limitations of This Study 
This study embracing but one particular school system, 
obviously does not provide enough substantial evidence to 
in~icate the validity of the compiled data. 
As the survey instruments were submitted to a selected 
nu~ber of elementary schools, a limited sampling was necessarilY~ 
obtained from teachers and parents associated with those schoolE. 
There is the possibility also of the unreliability of the 
s~~vey instruments due perhaps to their poor phraseology and I 
la~k of clarity. 
Another possible source of difficulty could be the subject-
ive interpretation of the instrument distributed to the parents, 
especially in homes with bilingual backgrounds such as exists 
in Woonsocket. 
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• 
De 
,.,, 
rintendent of Schools 
Sir~ 
. ,,. 
Appendix .A 
I 
Andrews Street School 
100 Andrews Street 
Woonsocket, Rhode Island 
March 17 » 1958 
As part of the requirements for the degree of Master 
ducation from Boston University, I am developing a 11 Parentso 
rmation Handbook 11 for use in the elementary schools of my 
unity .... 
In order to become better acquainted with the content 
of lementary school parentso handbooks already published and 
in ;1 se, I am writing to you to respectfully request your assist= 
anc
1 
o 
'• If any of the elementary schools in your system are 
ently using parents 9 handbooks, I will be grateful if you 
be kind enough to forward copies of such handbooks to me 
y above school addresso If there is any charge for such 
boo a, I will be glad to reimburse youo 
I 
wil 
whe 
If you wish~ I will return the books to you, and I 
be happy to send you a copy of the result of my efforts 
it is completed and printed¢ Thank you for your courtesyc 
Sincerely yours, 
ifl~U~ 
Peter Vangel 
Principal 
APPENDICES 
-.; 
• 
• 
Appendix B 
Dear Te ohera, 
II 
/I I am in the beginning stages of developing a "Parenten 
Informa ion Handbook• which could be used for distribution to the 
parents of all the boys and girls in the intermediate gradeso 
to si 
be 
of 
.. 
In order to have this handbook contain the information 
feel should be included in it, I would like your reactions 
ies of items or statements listed belowo You are not required 
name to this instrument and there are no right or wrong 
It is requested that you give a-s frank a response to each 
possible so I can determine the items which seem the most 
t to you and which you would like !o have explained in the 
Please feel free to add any items which you believe should 
uded in the handbook, even though, I have not listed themo 
This handbook is being prepared as a thesis which ia part 
equirements for the degree of Master of Education from 
niversityo Thank you for your helpo 
Sincerely yours, 
cr~~~ 
Peter Vangel 
Direct ons: After reading an item carefully, you are to indicate the 
extent of your agreement or disagreement with the statement as follows: 
If you 
SA 
S rongly Agree, mark underoooooootllt 
A ree, mark underoooooooooooooooo( ) 
a Decide, mark underoooooooo( . ) 
D sagree, mazok underooooooooooooo( ) 
s rongly Disagree, mark underoooo{ ) 
A ? D SD ( ) ( ) { ) ( ) 
.. ( ) ( ) ( ) 
( ) .. ( ) { ) 
( ) ( ) .. ( ) 
( ) ( ) ( ) .. 
Now tu n to the next page and give your reaction to each item requestedo 
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llo 
12., 
16 .. 
---= 2 = ---
1 gulations dealing with a/Gtendanoe ) ( 
not be explainedoooooooooooooaooooooo( 
1 hours for all elementary schools 
be liatedoooaoaa.ooooooooooooooooooooo( ) ( 
ool calendar indicating holidays, 
events, and vacation periods 
be included ••••••• o ••••• o ••••• o •••••• ( ) ( 
mv!.Uio.J'Wrs of the school committee should 
e listed in the handbook o •••••••••••••• ( ) ( 
lace, time, and dates of school 
ttee meetings should be given •••••••••• { ) ( 
stabliahed practices dealing with the 
eoho _1 lunch program should be explained ••• " ( ) ( 
I lanation of the operation of the milk 
is not necessary ••• oooo••···········< ) ( 
? D 
) ( ) ( 
) ( ) ( 
) ( ) ( 
) ( ) ( 
) ( ) ( 
) ( ) ( 
) ( ) ( 
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) ( ) 
) ( ) 
) ( ) 
) ( ) 
) ( ) 
) ( ) 
) ( ) 
dures to be followed in case of 
! and tardiness should be clearly 
'dooaoooooooao04ooooooooooooc•oooo••oo.oa{ ) { ) { ) ( _) ( )• 
should point out the policy 
with the visiting of schools by 
tSoe~ooooooaooooooooaoooeooooooooocoooo( ) 
--·~~~sted periods of time for parent-teacher 
erenoes need to be listed ••••••••••••••• ( ) 
a of all teachers in the intermediate 
s should not be listed ••••••••••••••••• ( ) 
a not necessary to list the grades 
ta t by teachers of the intermediate 
c la I se so o o o o o o o o o o o • o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o a o o o o ( ) 
The handbook should designate the schools 
to ich teachers have been assigned •••••••• ( ) 
th ~egulations need to be fully 
, ineda o Q o o o a ., o o o o o • ., o o o o • o o o 1:1 o o Cl' o a o o o o o " ( ) 
ti::me pertaining to certain childhood 
sea do not need to be included in the 
o o o o o o o o o a o • • o • o o • o o o o o o o o o o a o o o o o o c ( ) 
The handbook should include safety practices 
ge rally followed in all sohools~oooooaoooa( ) 
The services provided by the school nurse 
sh ld be explained. 0 0 0 0 'o 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 a " 0 0 .. 0 0 " 0 0 ( ) I 
program followed by school doctors does 
need any explanationOOOOOOOOOOQODOOOOOOO{ ) 
--~ ---- - ------------ .r-"--- ~----'--- --';..;- ~------__.~~-;,- -- -
u-.,~~~capped childrenooooooaooooooocoooooo( ) ( ) 
I 
ime and sources for no school 
~~uv~~uvements should be givenooooaooooaoo( ) ( ) 
jects studied in the intermediate 
s during a normal school week should 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
{ 
( 
) ( ) ( ) 
) ( ) ( ) 
) ( } ( ) 
) ( ) ( ) 
) ( ) ( ) 
) ( ) ( ) 
) ( ) ( ) 
) ( ) ( ) 
) ( ) ( ) 
) ( ) ( ) 
( ) ( ) ( ) 
( ) ( ) ( ) 
stedoooooooooooo~ooooooooooooooooooo( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
ces provided for physically handicapped 
do not need to be discussed in 
ook o o o ••• o • o o • o o o o • o o o o o o o o o o o o o ( ) ( ) { ) ( ) ( ) 
not essential to give the time 
d for each subject taught in the 
...,..,...,.,,..adiate gradeSoooooooooooaooaooooaoo{ ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
edures to be followed in transferring 
one school to another school in the 
v.uulq\..u.l.Lty or outside of the community 
to be indica tedo •••.• o ••••••••••••• o ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
( } 
( ) 
( ) 
( ) 
( ) 
( ) 
( ) 
( } 
( ) 
( ) 
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l9o Ali t of all Parent Teacher Associations 
• in t e elementary schools should not be incl (l~(lo o o o o a o a a o o a o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
20o The rocedure followed in giving out report 
card should be made knownooooooooooooooo( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
2lo Pare ts should be informed about their 
reap ·nsibilities in evaluating the progress ( ( repo ts brought home by their childrenooo( ) ) ) ( ) ( ) 
22 0 The arking system used in the elementary 
scho :ls should be pointed outoooooooooooo( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
23 0 The equirements and basis for promotions 
in t e intermediate grades need explaining( ) ( ) ( ) { ) ( ) 
24 0 The I .andbook should not explain policies 
deal ng with bus servicesoaoooocooooooooo( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
25o The revisions of an accident insurance 
age provided by the schools should 
refully indicated.ooooooooooooooooooo( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
26o egulationa concerning the use of 
issued by the schools need to be 
• 
Clo o o o o o o o o o o o o a o o o o a o o o o o o o o o o o o 4 o o o ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
27o The services provided by the elementary 
soh pl psychologist should not be stated 
in I e handbook o o o o o •• o •••• o o ••• o ., ., • o • " •• ( ) ( ) { ) ( ) ( ) 
28o The andbook should include an explanation 
of he services provided for mentally 
I !capped childrenooooooaoooooooooooooo( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) han. 
29o The time and sources for no school 
ann uncements should be givenoooooooooooa( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
30. The ~~ubjects studied in the intermediate 
gra rs during a normal school week should 
( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) be ~ated •••••••.•••••••••.•••••••••••••• ( ) 
3lo Ser ces provided for physically handicapped 
chi ren do not need to be discussed in 
the randbookooooooooaooooooooooaooooooooo( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
32, It s not essential to give the time 
all ted for each subject taught in the 
int rmediate gradesoooooooooooooooooooooo( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
33o The procedures to be followed in transferring ,. fro one school to another school in the 
co unity or outside of the community 
nee to be indicatedo••••••o••••••••••••o( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
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34o The • andbook should include a page of 
• 
gene al suggestions to parents which 
woul serve as a means of improving 
scho 1 and home cooperationoooooaoooooooo( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
35. It i not essential to state the policy 
deal ng with the use of the school 
buil ings by character building 
orga izations such as Cub Scouts, 
Bro ies, Bo~ Scouts, Girl Scouts, and 
othe~ organizationsooooooooooooooooooocoo( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
36a urpose of the program of· tests given 
e elementary schools should be pointed 
0 0 0 • 0 0 o o Q 0 • C 0 0 o 0 o 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 G 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
37. andbook should list some of the 
tant elementary school objectivesooo( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
38o The olicy dealing with money collections 
shou d not be made knownooooooooooooooooo( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
39o An e planation of the policy governing the 
use f the school telephone needs to be 
inol ded in the handboOkoooooooooooooooao( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
40o The rocedure to be followed in reaching 
• 
ementary school by telephone should 
e given.oooooooooooooooooooooooooooo( ) ( ) { ) ( ) ( ) 
4lo not necessary to explain the 
part cipation of the elementary schools 
in t ~e Uo So saving Stamps and Bond 
P-rog i:::::::·::::::::·:~·:~:·:::::~·:~:::pi~t ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 42 0 The 
in t e elementary schools should be 
stat ': d in the handbooko " " " " o ., o o " o o • o o •• o " ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
43o The ·eneral practices followed in the 
elem 'ntary schools concerntng make=up 
work should not be pointed outooooooooooo( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
44o The andbook should include a brief 
nation of homework requirementso••oo( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
45o The andbook should contain a list of 
sted reading materials for 
dren in the intermediate gradesoooooo( ) ( ) ( ) ( ). ( > 
46o It s needless to give information 
pe:r aining to the instruction received 
• 
in ~ecified musical instruments 
in e elementary schoolsoooooooooooonooo( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
I 
47 0 ~unction of the School Safety 
1 should be made knownoooooooooooooo( ) { ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
I· 
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e~a A statements concerning the import= 
• ..: 0 
a. no of wearing proper clothing to 
soh 1 at all times should not be 
men oned in the handbook., ••••••••••••• ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
49o 'fhe eleased time program for religious 
ins uction should be explained ••• ~·•oQ( ) ( ) ( ) { ) ( ) 
50. The rocedure to be followed in getting 
chi1 ren excused from school during 
soh pl hours should not be stated •••••• ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
51. It s not essential to include suggestions 
for feaving school at the conclusion of 
the c h oo 1 day o o o o Q p o o Ill' o ~ p 9 c o o o o o .o o a o o o ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
52. The ' andbook should include a brief 
exp anation on what the school does 
II ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) in roviding first aidooooooooooooooooo II .. . 
53. The ~olicy dealing with field trips for 
ele ~ntary school children should be 
) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) give[ o • o • o •••• o •• o o • o o ••• o o • o o o o •••••• o ( 
54o The philosophy of the Woonsocket Public 
Soh 1 ls should not be stated in the 
• 
han 0 ok 0 0 a 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Q 0 0 '0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 (I 0 0 0 0 ( ) { ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
55o The ervices offered by school dentists 
nee to be explainedooaaooooooooooooooo( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
56., Sugg I , stions for arriving at school 
shou d be given in the handboOko••••••o( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
57., The 
11
dministrative staff of the 
elem
1
: ntary schools should not be listed( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
Please 1:1. 1. t any suggestions you might have for additional 1 tems be low o 
• 
Appendix C 
HPt.ImBOOK SURVf~Y 
I 
TO PAREN S OF CHILDREN IN THE ELEHENTARY GRADESg 
~ At the present time we are trying to develop a ~Parents 0 
Informat on Handbook" which could be used for distributlcn to the 
pm.rents f all the boys and girls in the elementary gradeFJ~ 
l We feel thia is an opportm1ity to more effectively serve 
yov. and .~hope you will participate in the development of this handbook 
by indio· 'ting your reactions to a. series of statements listed belowo 
Pl€aae o :~plete this form and have your child return it to his teacher~ 
t:1S soon '~ possible" Your reply wi 11 be deeply apprecio. ted." 
Direotio~: ~ Place a ~Q.._~~ check ( v V) iri the parentheses preceding 
all item which you feel are particularly important and should be 
diacusse in ·the handbook" 
and 
( 
( 
• 
{ 
( 
{ 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
• { 
( 
) 1 
) 2 
) 3 
) 4 
> 5 
) 6 
) 7 
) 8 
) 9 
) lOo 
) 11., 
Place a ;Singk check ( \1) in the parentheses preceding all 
h you feel &re of some importance and should be discussed 
dbook, 
~eave blank all items which you feel are of limited value 
not be included in the handbook~ 
Procedures to be followed in case of absence and tardiness 
should be clearly statedo 
The handbook should include a page of general sug~estions to 
parents which would serve as a means of improving school 
and home cooperation,, 
Parents should be informed about their responsibilities in 
evaluating the progress reports brought home by their 
children., 
Time and sources for no school annour1cements should be gi verL 
The handbook should point out the policy dealing with the 
visiting of schools by parentso 
Health regulations need to be fully explainedo 
School hours for all elementary schools should be listedo 
The school calendar indicating holidays, special eventsv 
and vacation periods should be included~ 
Regulations concerning the use of books lssued by the schools 
need to be listedo 
The regulations dealing with attendance should be expla1nedc 
The procedure to be followed in getting children excused 
. from school during school hours should be statedo 
) 12.,j The function of the School safety Patrol should be made knowna 
The handbook should include an explanation of' the services 
provided for mentally handicapped childreno 
) 13 0 ,\ 
40 
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• ( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
' 
( 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
1 ., The procedure folloued in giving ou-t report ca.rds should be 
made knowno 
1'· o A few eta tements concerning the importance of wearinp; proper 
clothing to school at all times should be mentioned in the 
handbook a 
1 o se~vices provided by the school nurse should be explainedo 
II 
1 o Requirements and basis for promotions in the elementary 
grades need explainingo 
Services provided by the speech therapist in the elementary 
schools should be stated in the handbooko 
Established practices dealing with the school lunch program 
should be explained" 
Regulations pertaining to certain childhood diseases need 
to be included in the handbooko 
( ) 2 Q The handbook should include safety practices generally 
followed in all schoolso · 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
( 
4 \ 
( 
) 
) 2 
) 
) 2 
) 2 
) 2 
) 2 
) 29c 
) 30o 
) 31-
) 33 
The released time program for religious instruction should 
be explained" 
Suggested periods of time for parent=teacher conferences 
need to be listeda 
The handbook should list some of the important elementary 
school objectives" 
Services offered by school dentists need to be explainedo 
Suggestions for arriving at school should be given in the 
handbooko 
The handbook should include a brief explanation of homework 
requirement so 
The policy dealing with money collections should be made 
knowno 
Procedures to be followed in transferring from one school to 
another school in the community or outside of the community 
need to be indicateda 
The program followed by school doctors needs explainingo 
Provisions of an accident insurance coverage provided by 
the schools should be carefully indicatedo 
The handbook should contain a list of suggested reading 
materials for children in the elementary gradeso 
The handbook should explain policies dealing with bus 
services.:, 
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WOONSOCKET 
- ELEMENTARY 
SCHOQ;;lS 
WOONSO~t, R.I. 
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DIRECTORY 
And~ews Street •••••••••• 100 Andrews Street •••••••• PO 9-4553 
Cit~zens' Memorial ••••.• Winthrop Street •••••.•.••• PO 2-5998 
Fifth Avenue •••••••••••• 65 Fifth Avenue ............ PO 9-4591 
II Greve Street ••••.••••••• 
Ha,tis ................. . 
Hole Street •••••••••••• ~ 
MCJ.~re .................. . Par Avenue •••••••••••• 
Po ilhier •.•••.•••.••••••• 
Se~ond Avenue •.••••••••• 
Sofial Street ••••••.•.•• 
Surer Street •••••.•.••• 
Vose Street •••••.•..•••• 
II Wi~low Street ••••••••••• 
320 Grove Street •••••..••• 
60 High School Street ••••• 
46 Hope Street ••• 4·····~·· 
108 High Street ••••••••••• 
436 Park Avenue ••••••••••• 
1044 Social Street •••••••• 
196 Second Avenu.e ••••••••• 
706 Social Street ••••••••• 
219 Summer Street •••.••••• 
388 Vose Street ••••••••••• 
440 \iillow Street ••••••••• 
PO 9-4568 
PO 9-4525 
PO 9-4606 
PO 2-4637 
PO 2-4570 
PO 9-4654 
PO 9-4619 
PO 9-4724 
PO 9-4546 
PO 9-4673 
PO 9-4584 
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A PARENTS' 
HANDBOOK 
A HANDBOOK 
for Parents 0f Children 
in the Elementary Schools 
The Weonsocket School Committee 
Woonsocket Public Schools 
Mrs. Viola Me Berard, Chairman 
William S. Arnold, Vice-Chairman 
Leo G. Bedard 
Normand Ke Trudeau 
Thomas A. Dalton 
Edward J. Condon 
Superintendent of Schools 
Gertrude A. Donovan 
Elementary School Supervisor 
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THE HOME AND THE 
SCHOOL \-.TORKING TOGETHER 
Help your child get the 
most out of school 
---give him love and a feeling of security at home---
---help him develop self-reliance by giving him 
responsibility suitable to his age---
---Encourage habits of obedience and respect for 
authority and property---
---show a sincere interest in his school work. His 
work at school is just as important to him as 
your job is to you---
---praise and encourage him---
---give him time to grow. Over-anxiety on your 
part, if your child does not happen to progress 
as fast as you expect him to, only makes addition-
al problems for himr--
---help your child to realize that it is not only a 
privilege but also a responsibility to attend 
a public school in a free democratic nation. 
47 
ADMISSION TO ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 
SCHOOL ENTRANCE AGE 
Children who become five years of age on or before 
Sep '.ember 9 of the entering year are eligible for kindergarten. 
Children who become six years of age on or before 
Sep ember 9 of the entering year may be enrolled in Grade 1. 
EVIDENCE OF AGE 
A child entering the Woonsocket Public Schools for the 
first time must present his birth certificate or other satis-
factory legal evidence of birth date before he is enrolled. 
-PLACE OF RESIDENCE 
j A child 1 s residence is with his parents or legal guardians. 
Thi~ residence must be inside the boundaries of Woonsocket, 
! 
Rhcl~e Island, if the child attends Woonsocket Public Schools. 
A child living outside of Woonsocket and who may desire to 
attend the public schools of Woonsocket must pay tuition 
Chd!ldren are expected to attend the school in the school 
whJre they live unless transferred by permission of the 
sulerintendent. 
TRANSFERS FROM OUTSIDE WOONSOCKET 
fees. 
area 
Pupils entering from schools outside Woonsocket should 
br 1ng official records or report cards in addition to birth 
48 
I -==========~&e~~~~ev~.========================================================~========= 
SCHOOL HOURS 
The time of opening and closing the daily sessions in all 
schrols is determined by the School Committee and no change 
is pade without the permission of the Superintendent of Schools. 
All elementary schools are two session schools, 8:30 A .. M. 
to 1l:30 A.M. and l P.Me to 3:30P.M. 
Citizenst Memorial School opens at 9 A.M. and closes 
at ? P.M. 
Morning kindergarten classes begin at 9 A.M. and end 
at l:JO A.M. 
Afternoon kindergarten classes begin at l P.M. and end at 
All first grade classes are dismissed at 3 P.M. in the 
af"tlrrnoon session. 
IMPORTANTl 
Teachers report for duty at 8:l5 A.M. If your child 
ar,ives earlie~, he cannot be protected by ade~uate supervision. 
Fo~ reasons of safety your child should arrive at school between 
8:{5 and 8:25 A.M. in the morning. Children should arrive I : -
between l2:45 and l2:55 P.M. in the afternoon. 
49 
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SCHOOL CALENDAR 
19.59 - 1960 
September 9, 19.59 
wovember 2.5, 19.59 
*ovember 30, 19.59 
IDecember 23, 19.59 
IDecember 24, 19.59 - January 
fanuary 4, 1960 
~ebruary 19, 1960 
~ebruary 20, - February 28, 
i'ebruary 29, 1960 
pril 22, 1960 
pril 23, - May l, 1960 
ay 2, 19.59 
une 23, 1960 
3, 1960 
1960 
School Opens 
School Closes 
School Opens 
School Closes 
Christmas Vacation 
School Opens 
School Closes 
February Vacation 
School Opens 
School Closes 
April Vacation 
School Opens 
Elementary Schools Close 
* ~ndicates A.M. session only, classes dismissed at 11:30 A.M. 
i 
** ~dicates final day of school, classes dismissed at 
I 
"""l;OO A.M. 
October 12, 19.59 
October 29-30, 19.59 
rovember 11, 19.59 
November 26-27, 19.59 
April 1.5, 1960 
May 30, 1960 
HOLIDAYS 
Columbus Day 
Teacher Conventions 
Veterans• Day 
Thanksgiving 
Good Friday 
Memorial Day 
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ATTENDANCE 
YOUR CHILD SHOULD COME TO SCHOOL 
EVERY DAY HE IS WELL! 
Elementary school children under sixteen years of age are 
req ired by State law to attend school regularly. Absence 
may become necessary for the following limited number of legal 
rea ons: 
1. Sickness of the pupil. 
2. Death in the immediate family. 
3. Certain religious holidays. 
4. In rare cases, for other emergencies. 
In the case of suspected illness of the pupil, parents 
are urged to keep him at home until the condition is improved. 
Do ~ot send a sick child to school. 
II 
r When.your child returns to school after an absence, you 
sho~ld send a note with him explaining his absence and giving 
the
1
idates missed. 
:Boston Universit}' 
School of Educati~ 
Library 
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TARDINESS 
Since one of the aims of the elementary schools is to 
encourage in each child the development of good habits, getting 
to school on time can be a step in the right direction. Please 
see that your child leaves home early enough to get to school 
on time. A pupil should be in his classroom seat by 8:30 A.M. 
every morning and by 1 P.M. every afternoon session. He will 
be rrarked tardy if he is not in school on the time specified 
abo-ve. 
As, in the case of absence, a written note from home must 
be 1 rought to the teacher explaining j';he cause of tardiness. 
If ~~u know your child is going to be late when he leaves home, 
givJ him a note at that time. If he is late because of his 
own ~ctions after he leaves the house, he should bring a note 
the next day. 
If a pupil is repeatedly tardy because of his own actions 
or ~ttitude, he will be asked to make up time at the end of 
the 'School day, from J:JO t0 4 P.M. 
! 
I, 
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li PUPIL INSURANCE 
I A yearly insurance plan is available to all stuc1ents in 
ou~ schools for a yearly premium of two dollars ($2.00). The 
I po~icy provides protection for the student in the even~ of 
ac~ident during school hours as well as on the way to and from 
sc[b.ool •. 
BOOKS AND SUPPLIES 
All instructional supplies, such as paper, pencils, rulers, 
etc., and ali textbooks and supplementary books are furnished 
b;y the community to all school pupils. All schools are equipped 
w1th Audio Visual Aids, and special materials and supplies in 
' . 
tre fields of Art, Music, and Physical Education. 
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II 
CURRICULUM STUDIES 
In the Woonsocket Public Schools great emphasis is laid 
on the development of the basic skills, reading, writing, 
ar,' thmetic and spelli:ag 
One of the most important subje.cts in the elementary 
i sc~ool program is Reading. To teach children to read with 
conpetence is a real challenge. Reading is a learned process. 
Th~ ability to read well is the result of a continuous teaching 
I prpcess adjusted to the rate of each child's growth pattern. 
Sk~lls, habits and abilities must be developed systematically 
at every level of a child's school experience, in order to 
he:p the child read critically, widely, and with speed. 
Some of the ways parents can help children in their read-
in~ program is to bring the rich resources of the public 
II li~rary into the home; to surround the child with his own 
I 
bo~ks; to subscribe to good children's magazines and newspapers; 
tolselect radio and television viewing. Wise parents make 
I 
re~ding as much of the family recreation program as games, 
sports, radio and television. 
.54 
ARE TESTS GIVEN 
TO YOUR CHILD? 
The program of tests in the Woonsocket Public Schools 
he ps meet the needs of your child by giving information about 
I 
his ability, his knowledge, his experiences and his interests. 
Pe~iodic tests show his progress and give his teacher the 
·~ ' 
in~ormation necessary for further help. 
I 
1 
Data from all these tests are kept on a cumulative record 
during the child 1 s entire career. Other important facts such 
as absence and tardiness, scholastic and citizenship marks~ 
etp., are recorded each year to be used by teachers in helping 
yo l1r child in his continued growth. 
These records follow him to each new school he enters 
an· are kept on file even·after he leaves the Woonsocket Public 
I ScP.ools. 
I Principals and teachers are always glad to discuss your 
cbild's record with you and to explain how he is progressing 
as indicated by tests and other data. 
II 
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REPORTING PUPIL PROGRESS 
Report cards are distributed four times a year and indicate 
the pupils' progress in all subjects with alphabetical grades 
I of A, B, C, D, and E. The numerical values of these letter 
gr~des are explained on the report cards. 
The card should be signed by the parent or guardian and 
I 
re1urned to school as soon as possible. 
FAILING NOTICES 
Failing notices are sent home to parents every month 
be :~ore report card time. These notices must be signed and 
re,urned, and parents are urged to come to school and talk 
wi h the teachers concerned about the failures indicated. I . 
Th~se notices are sent home to bring to the attention of parents 
thp poor quality of work that the pupil is doing in certain 
supjects. 
II 
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ABE YOU MOVING? 
Let Us Know Where You Go 
and When You Go. 
Are you geing to move? 
---to another part of Woonsocket? 
---outside Woonsocket?. 
Tell your school principal. The teachers are interested 
in your child--they want to be sure that his school records 
follow him promptly. It is important to your child that 
his school records follow him without delay. You can help 
by keeping us informed. 
Any change of address should be reported to the principal 
at once. Be needs to know where to reach parents $ all 
times. This is important to your childl 
SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM 
In some elementary schools a child may purchase lunch 
tickets for thirty cents and be served a warm, well-balanced 
meJl at noon. 
frJm school, he 
If your child lives a considerable distance 
may be granted special permission to bring his 
lurch to school and eat it there. 
MILK PROGRAM 
Elementary school children may purchase milk at the weekly 
rate of ten cents. This milk is usually served during the 
A.J'I. session in most elementary schools. 
I 
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HEALTH SERVICES 
The public schools' health department consists of four 
physicians and four dental inspectors who serve on a part time 
basis; one head nurse, and 2 staff nurses. 
Physicians, nurses, and dental inspectors follow a regular 
scr bdule. 
lj Health services include health examinations by the school 
physicians. The school nurse records findings and reports 
anyl deviation from normal to the parents. The school nurse 
works toward the prevention and correction of physical defects 
and! the immunization against disease. 
,; A complete health history is kept up to date, and your 
II 
chilll.d 1 s health record will follow him wherever he may go in 
'I 
theiWoonsocket Public Schools. 
NO SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
On inclement days, if the Superintendent of Schools decides 
that there is to be no school, the decision will be announced 
over the local radio station WWON. The announcement will be 
mad~ on 7:00 A.M. news broadcast and periodically thereafter. 
On other inclement days, it is the individual responsibilitr 
'I 
of ~he parent to decide whether or not his child will attend 
scr ool. 
l11 
ill 
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SAFETY DRILLS 
Fire and air raid drills are held regularly in all schools, 
an ' every child knows where to go and what is expected of him 
uncer all circumstances. 
I 
I SAFETY PATROL 
~ Each elementary school has a Safety Patrol. The children 
on ~hese sQuads do not have any police responsibility or 
autpority. They are selected to assist the schools and police 
aut1lori ties in observing all the rules of safety on the 
app~inted routes tG and from school. Parents are urged to 
I 
co-pperate with the school in this very important program. 
60 
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PARENTS - VISITING SCHOOLS 
Parents are invited to visit the schools. However, teachers 
mus not be interrupted by anyone during the school session 
for any prolonged interviews or conferences. Arrangements for 
par~n-t-teacher conferences should be made beforehand at a time ~ . 
con lenient to the parties concerned. Three thirty is the best 
time for the teacher because all classes end at that time. 
TI YOUR CHILD IS INJURED 
OI BECOMES ILL AT SCHOOL---
---he will be cared for temporarily by a teacher 
and you will be notified---
---we will render simple FIRST AID ONLY---
---if emergency medical attention is necessary, 
your child will be taken to the emergency 
room of a hospital unless you have given 
instructions to the contrary. 
II 
PROMOTION 
The following is the basis for promotion in grades l - 6. 
Pron10ted 
Ass~gned 
Tri~l 
! 
I 
Grade I .................... Reading 
Grades II and III ••••••••• Reading and Arithmetic· 
Grades IV and V ••••••••••• English, Arithmetic, 
Social Studies and 
Reading 
Grade VI •••••••••••••••••• English, Arithmetic, 
Geography and 
History 
Grades IV, V and VI 
Those passing in all four subjects. 
Those retained in the grade two years. 
Those failing in two subjects, such as 
Arithmetic and History, English and 
Geography, English and Spelling, 
Arithmetic and Spelling. 
Not ,!Promoted Those failing in English and Arithmetic, 
or in three or four subjects. 
62. 
HOMEWORK 
·' 
i. 
b.G>IDE Wl~~ 8i:S•.S1.g:mm;e~tS ;1:111 t~e e:JJ~fut.e~a~y· ~S:eYtt®,®:il..:$3•. · ~ .. o 
esp~Gially true in. grades 4, 5, and 6 .. 
.• . c · . .., . 
Usually "])u:pi:ls iJa gra,.a;e-s· l, · Z~· · ~~<i· ·3 will ·E.®t · ®·e .j~e<'J:~·re& 
t® P:e b.emew·0rk assig:mments. 
f~ ... ·. ~-· . "!- • --· : .C ':. 
pa:Jj eE.t is 1!ll!tge& W® v:isi t tlla:e sclr:Le.®l: ·~(® f'iE.d t(~Xtll.:i> :·fE®m ~.P.!;.©. ::di'$.:..ca:r<~~:.liJ;.e~, • 
if ~e cfii£0.. ~s cl®;i'1£l.g hi'S 'be.st we:nk~· .. ~cil ·}?~$si~~ .i:ra 1il:i\.J$W~®I!}~Ti •· 
W®,~. 
1., 
!.' 
. ·i1L~~.:,~~~-" 
. . 
:~~;. --~~ :-:~::-~ 1:i..:~":. I 
GENERAL SUGGESTIONS TO PARENTS 
~. Teach your child the safest route to school. 
2. Urge him to go directly to and from school. 
3. Warn your child against speaking with strangers 
and accepting rides with them. 
4. Your child is not to bring dangerous or distracting 
articles to school, such as guns, knives, water guns, 
etc. 
5. Label your child's clothing,· including rubbers, over-
shoes, and lunch boxes, so that they may be easily 
identified. 
6. Be sure your child has adeQuate rest, sleep, and diet. 
7. Confer with your child's teacher or principal if his 
reactions to school si tuatio,ns do not seem satisfactor3 • 
8. To leave the school grounds during school hours your 
child must have a note from his parents or permission 
from the principal. Following this procedure will 
help us to provide for the safety of your child. 
9. Please do not phone your child during school hours 
unless there is an emergency. 
10. Oral reQuests by the pupil for early dismissal will 
ordinarily not be granted. 
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II : COM~UNICABLE DISEASES J !I= = 
Disease 
Chickenpox 
Diphtheria 
German Me9rsles 
Measles 
Mumps 
Poliomyelitis 
Incubation Period\ Isolation Period fer 
Patient 
14 to 21 days I 7 days after appear-
ance of first crop 
of vesicles. 
2 to 5 days I Until 2 successive 
10 to 21 days 
10 to 16 days 
12 to 26 alays 
7 to 14 days 
negative cultures 
have been obtained. 
Permit from City 
Health Dept. to 
return to school is 
necessary. 
Until rash has 
disappeared. 
5 days after rash has 
appeared and after 
clinical reccvery. 
Until swelling has 
disappeared and after 
clinical recovery~ 
Until clinical 
recover:v. 
Quarantine Period for 
Contacts 
None 
Until clinical recovery and 
until 2 successive negative 
cultures have been obtained. 
Permit from City Health Dept. 
to return to school is 
necessary. 
None 
Children who are definite 
contacts and who have never 
had measles, may attend 
schcol for one week from the 
date of the rash of the 
exposing case. If the child 
develops measles 1 quarantine 
is extended for 5 days from 
the appearence of the rash. 
If on the 16th day from the 
last exposure the child stilJ 
shows no evidence of illness, 
he may ba permitted to re-
turn to ~chool 
None 
None 
e e e 
COMMUNICABLE DISEASES (Concluded) 
Disease Incubation Periodl Isolation Period For 
Patient 
Scarlet Fever 12 to 7 days 
Whooping CoughllO to 21 days 
Until clinical recovery. 
Culture is taken on 12th 
day after onset. 2 
successive negative 
cultures necessary before 
issuance of a permit by 
City Health Dept. to 
return to school. 
Until J weeks after 
beginningof whoop, 
A permit from the City 
Health Dept. is 
necessary. 
Quarantine Period For 
Contacts 
The City Health Dept. issues 
a permit to return to school-
1. If patient goes to hospit~k 
or if the contact leaves hornell: 
After 2 successive negative 
cultures and after 7 days. 
2. If contact and patient 
remain at home: After 2 
successive negative cultures 
and after release of ___Q_atient. 
Children 10 years old or 
under must have a permit 
from City Health Dept. 
::..:.:.. .. 
: :~ 
i-~ 
,. 
-I~ 
'j(_ -
I . 
. ... -~-
•'"': 
-~-
~~+r.:i•:y 
. -.. ...... ~ ~!·; 
_,-
. · ... · 
,;, 
: r 
-~ --~ -·""J _ ...... , \ .,-: 
·.,:· ,._., 
:·.· 
·. 
.,.,., _____ ,-_ 1iri-U'-'·""'·._;~\ . .. =~~~-~:~"~;,:,. 
..... _. 
':'"-:.,....·~· ~,.., ti \• . ·,.'. 
'·v>· ro''•'. ( .. ;.~J -6{1"_ -~ 
,P '· 
-·;.. 
' .. 
_r•.: 
,. 
'jl 
. . 'i 
·,_:.. 
-~-. 
:-..; 
BIJBLIQG-RAPMY 
, .... · 
-' 
tl 
I 
1-· j: 
f ,.: .. · 
. ~-. 
· ... •: 
. ~·· 
...... - ~ 
.,_";._: .. 
~ . 
, ... ~ ~-. 
, '· 
'!· 
.•·.· 
... :. 
... -·~: . 
>.! .. .• 
L~~~~~-> 
Bra<ken, Jobn L., 11Let the Handbook Answer Those Questions," 
The School Executive, (October, 1953), 73:54-55. 
Briell, P. Roy, Your Schools and Mine, 1952, p. 374. 
Dre man, David B., How to Get Better Schools, Harper and I Brothers, New York, 1956, p. 48. 
Faw[tt, N. G., and P. R. Klohr, "Columbus Public Schools Plan 
Operation Information, u Nation 1 s Schools, (October, 1951), 
48:65-67. 
Gri ell, J. E., and Raymond J. Young, The School and ~he 
Community, The Ronald Press Company, New York, 1955, 
pp. 287-288. 
Hass, C. G., and H. C. F0x, "Handbook for Parents," National 
Elementary Principal, (April, 1954), 33:19-23. 
Hynes, James L., Jr., Effective Home-School Relations, 
Prentice-Hall, New York, 1954, p. 190. 
II . 
Me1~e, J. Wilmer, and Roland C. Faunce, Working Together for 
!. Better Schools, American Book Company, New York, 
111 19 53 , p • 7 • 
Mo~hlman, Arthur B., Social Interpretation, Appleton-Century 
~ Crofts Company, New York, 1938, p. 40. 
Wi~der, Ira, Editorial, New York State Journal of Health, 
11 Physical Education and Recreation, Spring, 1951. 
6~ 
